
The transformation! Each suite, although small, is made to look 

lovely and homey. All the furnishings are donated. For some of the 

women, this is the first safe home they have had in years.  
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CLEARBROOK ROAD 2ND STAGE HOUSING  SANTA ROSA PLACE IS 3 YEARS OLD!  
 

On March 1, 2010 we celebrated our first 3 years of ownership of Santa Rosa Place, our 14 unit apartment building on 1st Ave-

nue in Mission.  We purchased the building as our very first second stage housing project. The society did this on its own without 

government support. We were able to assume a mortgage and, because we owned two houses that were mortgage free, we were 

able to use one of them as collateral. Stantec Engineering conducted a comprehensive building assessment for us and declared 

the building structurally sound but in need of a complete and absolute interior renovation. Because of financial constraints, we 

were not able to gut the building and begin again as per Stantecôs advice. However, with a lot of community support and many 

volunteer hours, we have done a good job of making the suites nice places to live. In the fall of 2007, BC Housing contributed 

some funding to help with renovation and maintenance costs. We have carefully used this money to help with building mainte-

nance and we still have some left as we go into our 4th year of operations.  

 

Our assumed mortgage expired at the end of March this year and we arranged a new mortgage with TD Canada Trust. The next 

phase of the building upgrade will focus on the exterior of the building. We are hoping that Canada Mortgage and Housing will 

help us with this. Recently the Envision Foundation awarded us a $7,000 grant to fence the front of the building in a way that is 

consistent with its Santa Fe style and the highly visible 1st Avenue profile. This final bit of fencing will not only add to the over-

all appearance of the building, it will ensure the safety and security of the building and the residents.  

These early pictures 

of Santa Rosa Place 

show the building 

before the comple-

tion of landscaping 

and fencing. Fraser 

Valley Building 

Supplies arranged 

for about $20,000 

worth of fencing 

along the rear and 

east side of the 

building. Doing this 

immediately made the building a safer place. More than 100 volunteers helped us clean and renovate the building, many of them 

donating materials and tools as well their time. There wasnôt much to salvage in the building and most everything had to be torn 

out and replaced. Still, we had fun repairing the building although some jobs were more fun than others!  

 

 

We are almost there! Well, sort of. In August, after more than a year and a half of pre-building activities, the WRSFV, BC Housing, 

and the City of Abbotsford will break ground at 3096 Clearbrook Road as the long awaited construction of this 41 unit apartment 

building commences. This second stage housing facility for single women and for women with children will contain studio, one, 

two, three and even four bedroom apartments. It will have the capacity to house 80 residents and it will be staffed 24 hours per day. 

We are very, very excited about this since the absence of affordable, safe, supported housing is the most formidable barrier for 

women who are healing from the impacts of violence in their lives and who are trying to make a fresh start. 

 

Every aspect of this four-story building as well as the outdoor areas have been designed with ideas of building and sustaining com-

munity within. There are indoor spaces for residents to gather and places for children to play. This theme of bringing community 

together in the spirit of social inclusion continues with the outdoor edible landscaping theme. Garden beds will provide the opportu-

nity to grow food together and fruit trees, berry bushes, and other soft fruits will encourage community grazing.  

 

The building will meet a LEED Gold standard. ñLEEDò stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. There are four 

levels of LEED: certified, silver, gold and platinum. LEED Gold is the Province of BC standard for all new BC Housing funded pro-

jects. It is a hard standard to meet within the tight funding package for Provincial building projects. Watching and participating in 

this process along with our professional design, engineering and construction team has been an eye-opening and educational experi-

ence for us.  

 

Basically LEED means that the building in question is a sustainable green building. To achieve a LEED standard, 5 broad areas are 

considered: sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environment quality. An 

optional 6th category, innovation and design process, is encouraged. Points are awarded for each standard reached with the cumula-

tive totals determining whether certified, silver, gold, or platinum has been reached. Our Clearbrook Road project achieved points in 

all of the 6 categories to reach the required gold standard. We are delighted and, most importantly, we believe the building wil l be a 

lovely place for women and children to live and for the society to operate. Our builder tells us that once the ground is broken, the 

construction of the building will take 1 year. Adding a couple of months onto this for unforeseen circumstances leads to an occu-

pancy date of late 2011 or early 2012.  

 

BC Housing will build the project and ensure that each suite has a fridge and stove. Furnishing the units is our responsibility and to 

achieve this we will be looking for good quality furnishings beginning in 2011. We will also need fruit and nut trees, raspberry 

canes, herbs, blueberries bushes and other fruits to achieve our edible landscape.  

 

At this point in the project we want to acknowledge and appreciate our development team. These knowledgeable and talented people 

have been a delight to work with. Sincere thanks to our development consultants: Jack Clerkson, Casey Clerkson, and Doug Purdy 

of CPA Development; our architectural team: Joanne Wiens, Ron Martens, Justin Dyck, Norm Davis of Keystone Architects; our 

construction team: Larry Mierau, Elaine Mierau, Walter Schroeder, Doug Margison, Leon Schroeder of Mierau Construction; the  

 

 many engineers and techni-

cians who are involved: IQ 

Engineering, Jarvis Engineer-

ing (Electrical), Stantec 

(Mechanical), Levelton (Geo-

Technical), CSA Building 

Sciences (Building Envelope), 

Central Valley Engineering 

(Civil), Protection Engineering 

(Fire & Building Code), 

BWW Consulting (Traffic), 

Eric Peterson Land Surveying, 

and Van der Zalm Design 

(Landscape Architect). 

 This team also includes the 

City of Abbotsford who do-

nated the land and BC Hous-

ing who is providing the con-

struction and operational fund-

ing. Itôs quite a team! 

There is even a com-

munity garden. The 

blocks were donated 

by Tri-Star Brick 

and Block and deliv-

ered by Can Do 

Crane Ltd.  

Global Landscaping 

donated soil and 

manure.  


